[Use of genetic methods in the detection of pathogens in complications of extensive surgical procedures].
The method of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is used in the detection of septic conditions and monitoring of infectious agents in asymptomatic patients after organ transplantations and extensive cardiosurgical operations. The method allows semiquantitative and quantitative detection of bacteria, micromycetes and viruses and from the systematic quantitative follow-up of pathogen levels it is possible to draw conclusions on the prognosis of the patients condition or the success of the therapeutic procedure. The author demonstrates on practical examples of examined patients the possibilities of the method as compared with hitherto used ones. As examples two patients are quoted after surgery of a valve on account of bacterial endocarditis and three patients after transplantation of life important organs where the presence if cytomegalovirus was detected.